
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 12, 2021  
  
The Honorable Sherrod Brown  
Chairman 
U.S. Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
  
Dear Chairman Brown,  

On behalf of Ohio’s more than 400 financial institutions, collectively represented by the Ohio Credit Union League 
(OCUL) and the Ohio Bankers League (OBL), we would like to congratulate you on being named Chair of the 
Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee for the 117th Congress. Your experience, expertise, and 
passion for promoting economic mobility and wellbeing will only further empower the Committee as it considers 
policies that impact people, families, businesses, and communities through banking, housing, and strategic 
economic investment.  

In that spirit, OCUL and OBL write to extend our support of S. 254, establishing the Homeowner Assistance 
Fund at the Department of the Treasury, to drive federal funding to state housing finance agencies to help 
individuals impacted by the pandemic make home-related payments. Providing additional mortgage relief, utility 
payments, and other areas of homeowners and renter assistance further prevents eviction, mortgage 
delinquency, default, or foreclosure. Throughout 2020 and beyond, Ohio credit unions and banks continue to lift 
people and families struggling to make ends meet through payment forbearance and other flexible service 
options. More recently, to further assist Ohio financial institutions extend additional lifelines to communities 
adversely impacted by the pandemic across the state, both OCUL and OBL supported efforts to unlock state-
issued, federal coronavirus-related relief funding through community action agencies to directly infuse Ohioans 
with the financial assistance necessary to meet challenged rent, mortgage, and utility obligations.  

The first round of federal and state housing and utility assistance, however, was simply not enough to meet the 
need, and further housing relief is anticipated in the months ahead. Ohio’s credit unions and banks are 
committed to helping hardworking people remain in affordable housing so they can securely pursue their 
American Dream. As the current economic challenges compound the ongoing difficulties many Americans 
experience while making ends meet, no one should lose access to safe and secure shelter and vital utility 
services. OCUL and OBL applaud the work you, Senator Jack Reed (D-RI), and Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT) 
are doing to provide a critical economic infusion to people, families, and communities during a challenging time.  

Thank you for your leadership, partnership, and support to help preserve a safe and affordable housing and utility 
safety net for so many Americans. Both OCUL and OBL believe S. 254 is an important and necessary relief effort 
to further assist impacted people to remain safely in their homes. 
  
Sincerely, 

 

 
Paul L. Mercer    Emily C. Leite 
President, OCUL    Chief Advocacy Officer, OCUL 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael J. Adelman   Evan Kleymeyer 
President & CEO, OBL   SVP, Government & External Relations, OBL 


